Melanoma-in-transit presenting as panniculitis.
Malignant melanoma presenting as an inflammatory skin metastasis has been described but is an exceedingly rare phenomenon. We report an unusual case of a patient who developed right leg lesions that were initially thought to be infectious in origin. There was no resolution of these lesions with antibiotic therapy, and the patient subsequently underwent an incisional biopsy that showed atypical S-100 positive cells within dermal vessels. On further questioning, the patient revealed that 20 years earlier she had a pigmented lesion removed from her right posterior calf. Review of that material revealed malignant melanoma, approximately 3.2 mm in depth. Although the patient was subsequently treated with a right groin lymph node dissection and isolated limb perfusion chemotherapy, she has continued to develop locally recurrent disease. This case is unusual both in terms of clinical presentation and interval of disease progression.